CHAPTER XXVII
WAR AND  REVOLUTION
THE story as it develops in these years takes us all over the world, and though each part must be told separately, it is important to remember once more that all were proceeding simultaneously and contributing to the aggregate with which statesmen had to deal. In this aggregate nothing was more important than what was happening to Russia, one of the original members of the victorious Alliance, and the great absentee in the final scene at Versailles.
To be clear about that, we must go back to the point reached in a previous chapter when she was thrown out of the war by exhaustion and revolution. Lenin, as already recorded, came to power in October, 1917, not, as is often alleged, by overthrowing the Tsardom, but by displacing the Liberal, if bourgeois, Administration of Kerensky, which had superseded the Tsardom. Having obtained power, he proceeded at once to decree the full Communist policy of nationalizing the banks and the land, placing the workers in control of the factories, depriving the non-working class of political rights, arming the working and disarming the " possessing classes," disestablishing the Church and secularizing the schools. To make peace themselves and to call on the workers of the other countries to compel their Governments to make peace was the next step of the new Soviet Government. In their own case they reckoned without the Germans, who compelled them after helpless protest to accept the humiliating peace of Brest-Htovsk, which deprived them of the Ukraine and the Baltic Provinces and left Petrograd, or Leningrad, as it was now called, at the mercy of invaders (March 3, 1918). The Soviet Government now moved to Moscow and passed wholly into the hands of the Bolshevists, the small but compact party of Communists which professed the complete Marxian doctrine. For defence against its enemies it created the " O.G.P.U." ornciliation or coercion, but in an exceptionally difficult form. Imlia is not one race or one nation, but many races and many nations, and so far as she has unity, that unity has been imposed upon her during the chief part of her history by alien rulers. How she can remain united and be protected from foreign invaders without British rule is a question which is as yet without an answer, and how that rule can be made tolerable to the Indian people and not too burdensome to the British is a question which it is very difficult to answer. Suppression is
